began by transforming the structure of the State, making it into a
centralistic absolutism with an organized bureaucracy and a
standing army such as Europe had evolved in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries. In 1889 he granted a Constitution. Within
a few decades the runner was replaced by the telegraph, the litter
by the express train, the bark by the ocean liner. Coinage, the
administration of justice, the calendar were Europeanized; com-
pulsory vaccination and school attendance, industrial freedom,
and universal military service were introduced, and commerce
and the army completely modernized on the German model.
Within one generation Japan has accomplished the transition
from the Franconian feudal state, by way of the Bourbon police-
state and the Frederician Enlightenment, to the democratic im-
perialism of Chamberlain and Roosevelt, from the curved sword
to the machine-gun, and from illiteracy to linotype, a transforma-
tion of such rapidity as to rouse both admiration and misgivings.
There is something feminine in this unlimited capacity for recep-
tion and adaptation, and one has the suspicion that the model per-
formances of the Japanese are possibly worth just as much as the
examination results of schoolgirls and undergraduettes, which also
are almost always excellent. Hitherto the Japanese had copied
China with an equal skill and fidelity.

It was natural that the Japanese nation, blessed with a numer-
ous population, but none too rich in products of the soil, should
cast an envious eye on the iron and coal treasures of Manchuria
and the rice and cotton fields of Korea. The inevitable clash with
China came in 1894, It began with the occupation of Korea, which,
although in name an independent buffer state, had always been in
the Chinese sphere of influence. The Chinese dispatched an army
and a fleet, but as they were quite unable to compete with the
Japanese in modernness, equipment, and training, they were
thoroughly beaten and forced by the Treaty of Shimonoseki to
sacrifice not only Korea, but also the large island of Formosa and
Port Arthur, with the Liaotung Peninsula, the key to the Yellow
Sea, besides paying a heavy war indemnity. At this point, however,
Europe began to intervene. The cabinets of Paris, Berlin, and St.
Petersburg raised a common protest and compelled the restoration
of Port Arthur. The Korean question also remained unsolved. On
the other hand, Russia obtained China's permission to construct
and to provide military protection for a railway across Manchuria;
and " leased " from her Port Arthur and the Liaotung Peninsula,
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